Fulminant autoimmune hepatitis after successful interferon treatment in an HIV-HCV co-infected patient.
Hepatitis C (HCV) treatment using interferon-alpha (IFN-alpha) and ribavirin is recommended in HIV/HCV co-infected patients to prevent liver cirrhosis and liver-related death. However, in addition to its antiviral activity, IFN is a pleiotropic cytokine able to synergistically amplify T-cell autoreactivity. Here, we report for the first time the induction of a subfulminant autoimmune hepatitis (AIH) after four months of a successful treatment of HCV-1b infection using peg-IFN and ribavirin, in a 48-year-old woman co-infected with HIV. Diagnosis was assessed according to the international AIH scoring system, including liver biopsy and confirmed by positive response to steroid challenge.